
CYPRESS GROVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES 
 

Date: May 18, 2020 
8:00 A.M. 

 
Virtual Meeting Via Communications Media Technology (Conference Call) per the Governor’s 

Emergency Order No. 2020-69 
 
 
1. Roll Call   
 
 The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Charles Walsey, at 8:00 A.M. 
 
 The Chair then called the roll, and noted that all Supervisors were present except Pamela Duhaney. 
 
 In Attendance by Conference Call: 
 Board Members: Charles Walsey, Rick Elsner, Pamela Duhaney (arrived at 8:05 A.M.), Larry Portnoy 

and Don Johnson 
 District Engineer: Alan Wertepny  
 District Attorney: Peter Breton  
 
 Operations Manager:   Robert Poyner, RLP Property Services, Inc. 
                                                                                                                        
 
2. Approval of Agenda   
 
 After a motion by Supervisor Elsner and second by Supervisor Portnoy, the Board unanimously 

approved the Agenda. 
    
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 
 By motion by Supervisor Elsner and second by Supervisor Portnoy, the Board unanimously approved 

the minutes of the Board of Supervisors’ Meeting of March 16, 2020. 
 
 

4. Engineer's Report 
 

The District Engineer distributed his written report (copy attached).   
 
On the State Road 7 Extension, Mr. Wertepny commented that in the future, a Corps of Engineers 
permit may not be needed due to the changes in the definition of Waters of the United States.  The 
Corps may lose jurisdiction. 
 
Regarding the water levels in the L-8 Canal, Mr. Poyner stated that the City of West Palm Beach has not 
been able to pump water from the canal for 2 weeks due to low water levels, high chloride levels, and 
algae.  The City cannot pump when the water level is below 10 feet. 
 
Concerning Yee Farms, after discussions between Yee’s attorney and Attorney Breton, Yee is 
apparently going forward with the permit.  Costa Farms and Yee Investments will have to work out their 
issues with the water supply. 
 
Supervisor Portnoy said that he has not yet sent an invoice to FPL for permitting costs. 
 
Mr. Wertepny said that Indian Trail Improvement District’s attorney has not sent a proposed 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Moss Property Pilot Project. 
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5. Operations Manager's Report 
 

The Operations Manager discussed his written report, a copy of which is attached.   
 
Mr. Poyner explained that it was discovered during the installation of the new pump that the existing 
pump at the north pump station can be lowered 14 inches so that it can pick up water at a lower L-8 
Canal elevation.  He has obtained two quotes for a replacement pump.  He recommends considering 
this next year.  
 

 
6. Treasurer's Report 
 

The Treasurer reported that as of the end of April the bank account had $402,612.  Checks totaling 
$51,000 have been issued but have not cleared.  Today, there is a bank balance of about $355,000.  He 
has issued another $35,000 of checks.  That leaves approximately $319,000.  He needs 7 months of 
normal operating expenses of $25,000 per month.  He needs to pay the insurance premium and the 
auditor’s fee. 
 
Attorney Breton then explained the proposed budget and assessment for FY 2020-2021.  The non-ad 
valorem assessment to support the budget is $75.39, the same as last year.  He explained that this is 
the proposed budget.  The final budget will be adopted at the August meeting.  In response to a question 
by Supervisor Walsey, he explained that the assessment can be increased or decreased at the August 
meeting, since it is a non-ad valorem assessment and not an ad valorem tax.  Non-ad valorem 
assessments are not subject to the restriction on increases after the TRIM notice has been sent. 
 
Supervisor Elsner asked about the pump station replacement reserve, since we have completed the 
replacement.  Mr. Breton said that the important number is the total amount of expenditures and that the 
line items can be changed.  Supervisor Portnoy said he wanted to increase the line item for road grading 
by $10,000 and move both the pump station replacement reserve and the repair and replacement 
amounts into pump operations and repairs.  Supervisor Portnoy then made a motion to approve the 
proposed budget with these revisions.  Supervisor Duhaney seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Supervisor Portnoy then made motion to approve the non-ad valorem assessment rate for FY 2020-
2021 of $75.39 per acre.  Supervisor Duhaney seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   

 
  

7. Attorney's Report 
 
Attorney Breton stated that the annual letter from the Supervisor of Elections stated that there were 4 
voters residing in the District.  He explained that when there are 500 voters, the voting for the Board of 
Supervisors changes from one acre/one vote to one person/one vote.  Supervisor Portnoy moved to 
approved the finding by the Supervisor of Elections that there are 4 voters residing in the District.  
Supervisor Johnson seconded and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
8. Comments by Supervisors 
 

There were no comments by Supervisors. 
 

 
9. Comments by Public 
 

 There were no members of the public present on the conference call. 
 

 
10. Announcement of Next Meeting Date 
 

There being no further comments from Supervisors and no comments by the public, the Chair 
announced that the next meeting would occur on June 15, 2020 at 8:00 A.M. and would be a virtual 
meeting via conference call. 
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11. Adjournment 

 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 A.M. 
 
  
 
_______________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Charles C. Walsey, Chair     Peter L. Breton, Secretary 
 

 
 














